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FINAL GUILD SEASON GATHERING
Dinner – Officer Installation – Choral Concert

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
from Brooks Grantier

Monday 6 June
Trinity Episcopal Marshall
101 E Mansion Street

Our 2016 nominating committee, appointed by Dean
Stephen White, included Brooks Grantier (chair), Carl
Doubleday and Deb Rafferty. Our chapter’s leadership
nominees for 2016-17 are:

6:00 p.m.
6:30
7:30

Hors d’oeuvres and Punch Bowl
Catered Dinner followed by
Officer Installation
St. Thomas Choral Concert

June is a wonderful time to drive to the handsome city
of Marshall to enjoy our final gathering of the season.
This year, in addition to a fine dinner, our annual
officer installation service will be beautified by the
singing of the Choral Scholars and Trebles of St.
Thomas Episcopal Battle Creek with our dean, Steve
White, conducting.
Our dinner will feature:
Home-grown chicken and/or ham steak
Potatoes and vegetables
Cheesecake
Brooks promises us a full dinner with nice table
settings. In his words, he plans to “do it up right.”The
cost for the dinner is $16.00. Reservations must be
made no later than 7 p.m. on Monday, May 30. Make
your reservation with Deb Rafferty at 269-345-8067,
or deb_rafferty@hotmail.com (deb_rafferty ...).

Dr. Stephen White – Dean
Elizabeth Bruce – Sub-dean
Kay Ensfield – Secretary
Nate Mattson – Treasurer
Dr. Carrie Groenewold – Councilor (2019)
Dr. Thomas Fielding – continuing councilor (2018)
Helene Stuurwold – continuing councilor (2017)

Annual election ballots were mailed on May 19 to
those qualified to vote. Please put your ballots in the
mail no later than May 30.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL HAS BEGUN
initiated by the National AGO
Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Do remember that membership
renewals are now initiated and administered by the
National AGO. Your reminder will sent to you by
mail or email – as you have requested – close to your
renewal date. Your editor, for example, received his
on April 22. Do watch and respond. Thank you!

You may request vegetarian or vegan
when making your reservation.
Dinner is FREE for our student members
but they still need to make a reservation
by 7 p.m. on Monday, May 30,
as indicated above.

Travel Directions:
East on I-94 to Exit 110 (“Old 27”).
South into town.
Just before fountain circle turn left on Mansion St.
Drive past the red-brick First Presbyterian on left.
Trinity is on the left at Mansion and Division.
Park across from the church in the city lots.
Use the double-doors on Division Street.

Chapter Member Honored by National AGO
see details on page 2

TOM FIELDING WINS NATIONAL HONOR
Composition to be Performed and Published

OUR DEAN’S MESSAGE
from Dr. Stephen White

Southwest Michigan Chapter member Thomas
Fielding has received an award from the National
AGO. Its New Music Committee for the National
Convention in Houston has recently announced the
winners of the Bayoubüchlein composition contest
and publication for the upcoming convention. Tom’s
piece “Prelude on BREAD OF LIFE” (adapted from “I
am the Bread of Life” by Susan Toolan, GIA, 1966) is
one of the winning compositions.

As many prepare for the end of the choral year and
perhaps a slightly slower pace over the summer, I
hope you will take time to reflect on the amazing
impact your time and talent has had on those who
entered the doors for worship or attended the various
musical performances of which you were a part.
While we all have workplace frustrations, our calling
is truly a gift and we are given the rare privilege of
shaping the emotional and spiritual life of many. I also
hope that you will take time to rest, re-energize and
perhaps even take time to engage with colleagues at
one of many professional development opportunities
available during the summer. While professional
development is technically work, I firmly believe it
provides one of the few opportunities we have to
support and learn from one another. Whether it is the
AGO national convention in Houston or some other
denomination affiliated opportunity, I hope you will
take advantage of these opportunities.

The Bayoubüchlein was conceived as a collection of
new chorale preludes for solo organ, representing
every season of the liturgical calendar. All were to be
based on hymn tunes composed since 1960.
In addition to seven works commissioned from
established composers chosen by the New Music
Committee – including Chelsea Chen, Hans-Ola
Ericsson, and Aaron David Miller – the judges
selected an additional sixteen submissions that will be
included in the final publication. Eleven of these
works, including Tom’s prelude, will be performed at
the AGO Houston convention this summer. Tom
writes, “I am thrilled to have the chance to have my
work performed at a national AGO convention. This
will help me considerably in furthering my career as
a composer of new music for the church.”
The New Music Committee has partnered with Selah
Publishing to make Bayoubüchlein widely available.
Selah will coordinate the distribution of a PDF file of
the anthology to all registrants at the convention, and
will also make the printed work available for purchase
by others both at the convention and after.
The Houston New Music Committee congratulates all
of the commissioned and selected composers for their
commitment to building new repertory for the organ.
Many of them plan to attend the convention and will
be present at their performances.
“Prelude on BREAD OF LIFE” will be performed by an
AGO “rising star” during recitals at 1:30 p.m. and
3:40 p.m. on Thursday, June 23. Again, Tom writes,
“I am greatly looking forward to the affirming
experience of the approbation of a church full of my
colleagues. The AGO Houston New Music committee
has added great enthusiasm to my compositional
efforts.”
Congratulations, Dr. Fielding!

We also have two more opportunities to engage as
members of the guild both of which are critically
important to our health as an organization. The first is
to vote in our annual election to select those who will
shape and guide the future of our chapter. The second
opportunity comes when we join together for our final
meeting of the program year on Monday, June 6, in
Marshall. In addition to a shared meal and the
installation of officers, our sub dean, Brooks Grantier,
has put together a nice program that features the treble
choristers and choral scholars from St. Thomas
Episcopal Church along with the wonderful
instrument at Trinity Episcopal Church. Please be sure
to read the page-one message from Brooks about the
program and dinner reservation details.
It has been a wonderful and productive year for our
chapter and I have been honored to serve as your
dean. Membership numbers are very healthy and we
are in good financial position to continue the work of
the Guild. As a sign of that fiscal health, the executive
board, at its February meeting, set aside a portion of
the proceeds from the Regional Convention to create
the David Sly Memorial Scholarship, designed to
provide financial assistance for those who might like
to study the organ, but are not part of a university
degree program or Pipe Organ Encounter (the two
requirements for the Katy Loew Scholarship). Both of
these scholarship funds will be critical in assisting
those who desire to fill the benches of the many
churches in need. If you are interested in making a
(continued on page 3)

DEAN’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
from page 2

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP UPDATES
Points of Pride Noted

financial donation to either scholarship fund, your
donation is tax deductible. My hope for the future is
that we will continue to see excitement about our
work, further growth in chapter membership, and a
membership participation increase at our regular
chapter events. Please accept my thanks for your work
both at the instrument we love and in our shared work
through the Guild. I look forward to seeing you at the
June meeting.

We are pleased to announce that German organist
Christian Bischof has affiliated with our chapter and
thus becomes our 90th chapter member. His contact
information for your directory is a bit out of the
ordinary to our eyes.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Dean Stephen White, PhD
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTIONS
from Secretary Kay Ensfield
Our chapter Executive Committee had its quarterly
meeting on Monday, May 2. These observations and
decisions are being shared with our members.
The early March hymn festival was an outstanding
success. We agreed that while we cannot do an event
of this magnitude every year, it was a valuable
offering from our chapter to the community.
We reviewed the report of the nominating committee
and look forward to the next meeting of the chapter in
Marshall on Monday, June 6. We decided that
student members may eat for free at chapter dinners.
This expense will be covered by the chapter.

Address
Herr Christian Bischof
Starnbergerstr. 120b
82069 Schäftlarn/Neufahn
GERMANY
Phone Number
49 171 47 17 442
Email Address and Website
info@christianbischof.de
www.christianbischof.de
Many of you will remember Christian as one of the
concerts artists at our 2013 regional convention. He
will return to Kalamazoo in September to perform on
St. Augustine’s Sacred Music at the Cathedral Series.
His concert will be co-sponsored by our chapter. As
well as being a concert organist, he is currently
Organist und Chordirecktor, St. Margaret, München,
Deutschland.
Below is a summary of our current membership which
may very well be the largest in chapter history. We
had 44 charter members in 1948, 75 in 1985, and 85
when we hosted the 2013 convention. As of this issue:

We are continuing to work on guidelines for the new
David Sly Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship
is intended for persons who do not meet eligibility
requirements for the Kathryn Loew Scholarship. We
hope to have guidelines set by August of this year so
that we can begin to accept applications in the fall.

28 regular, 30 special, 10 student, 1 partner, 2 dual,
and 19 chapter friends, for a total of 90. Let us rejoice
and be glad! [NOTE: Just before this issue was sent,
we received news of a member transfer from San
Francisco; our 91st member.]

We awarded one Kathyrn Loew Scholarship.

ORGANizer CALENDAR

Planning for our 2016-17 program season has been
ongoing. We will be collaborating with both St.
Augustine Cathedral and the Michigan Festival of
Sacred Music to co-sponsor two events this fall.

Send 2016-17 entries to cdayday@chartermi.net
as early as you wish.

Organist Sarah Amos recently passed the AGO’s
Service Playing Exam. She plans to be at our June 6
chapter meeting. Congratulations, Sarah!

Choral Evensong on Sunday, June 5, at 5 p.m. in
Saint Thomas Episcopal Battle Creek (15 E Van
Buren St). Sung by the St. Thomas Choir directed by
STEPHEN WHITE. Good will offering.
Pipe Organ Encounter for ages 13-18 from July
17–22 in Lexington, Kentucky. For more information:
www.agolexington.org/poe2016.php.

