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“Our Chapter’s most ambitious project since hosting the 2013 regional convention.”

WHEN IN OUR MUSIC:
Those Who Sing Pray Twice
A Major Hymn Festival being presented in two cities the first weekend in March.

Saturday, March 5, at 4 p.m.
First Presbyterian in Kalamazoo

Sunday, March 6, at 4 p.m.
First Congregational in Saint Joseph

321 W South Street 49007
(269) 344-0119

2001 Niles Avenue 49085
(269) 983-5519

John Ourensma, Festival Organist
West Michigan BrassWorks
Karl Schrock, Collaborating Organist
Elizabeth Bruce and Paul Flyger, Resident Organists
Stephen Jones, Trumpet Soloist
Joseph Schreck, Bass Soloist
Eight Hymns – three with festive brass settings – about music and singing
supported by choirs of the host churches
presented in harmony with
Seven Readings about music and singing

Free Events Open to All
HIGHLIGHTS
Organist John Ourensma will add his creativity and
artistry to our singing. Three hymns will feature brass
settings arranged by James Konkel, Richard Proulx,
and Kenneth Kosche. Organist Karl Schrock will
collaborate with bass Joseph Schreck and trumpeter
Stephen Jones to present Handel’s “The Trumpet
Shall Sound” from MESSIAH. Schrock and Jones
will also perform a work for trumpet and organ. Our
hosting organists, Elizabeth Bruce and Paul Flyger,
will play organ solos. First Presbyterian’s Adult Choir
directed by Cindy Hunter will lead our singing in
Kalamazoo. First Congregational’s Chancel Choir
directed by Stephen Zork and perhaps also of First
United Methodist directed by James Kraus will lead
our singing in Saint Joseph. Each choir has been

invited to present an anthem. Pastors of the hosting
churches have been invited to present opening words,
and the appointed readers are Brooks Grantier and
Janet Hill.
Supported by our chapter’s Executive Committee and
treasury, the festival has been planned by Brooks
Grantier with assistance from Carl Doubleday.

More about the Hymn Festival
and how you can help
on the next page.

MAKING THE HYMN FESTIVAL A SUCCESS
Easy Ways You Can Help

OUR DEAN’S MESSAGE
from Dr. Stephen White

Publicity
Tom Fielding is heading up our publicity effort, but
as with the regional convention, we need the help of
Many Chapter Members to generate audiences for
both festival performances. One way or another, you
should soon receive a flyer for posting in your church,
but word of mouth is what works the best, especially
in your own churches ... and even more successfully
in your own choirs!

It is difficult to believe that we have entered the
season of Lent and that Easter soon will be upon us.
For those of us active in church music positions, it can
be difficult to make time for the quiet reflection and
spiritual “soul searching” that many others value so
greatly about this season of the liturgical year. I do
hope that each of you is able to find a way – whether
through daily prayer/meditation/scripture study,
reflective listening, or perhaps even through
uninterrupted practice in the quiet beauty of your
worship space – to engage more fully in the story that
‘is’ the season of Lent.

Greeters and Ushers
We would like to have at least four persons arrive in
each venue 45 minutes ahead of the program (at 3:15
p.m.). This would be to welcome folks and hand them
a program. If you are willing so to do, please contact
Carl Doubleday to volunteer. Either at (269) 345-7336
or at cdayday@chartermi.net. Be sure to mention the
venue you can cover. Please contact Carl no later than
February 29 so your name can be in the program!
Soli Deo Gloria!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTIONS
from Secretary Kay Ensfield
Our chapter’s executive committee held its quarterly
board meeting on February 8.
The board discussed details of the upcoming March 5
and 6 hymn festival, and approved the budget. It is
going to be a wonderful event, so we encourage
everyone to attend one of the two presentations.
Two scholarship funds were discussed. The deadline
for the next application for the Kathryn Loew Fund is
May 1, 2016. Criteria for a new chapter scholarship
fund are still being developed. We will name this new
fund the David Sly Memorial Scholarship Fund. After
this scholarship is up and running, chapter members
may wish to contribute. See our dean’s message in the
next column for more information on the new Sly
scholarship.
The board agreed to disburse the remaining donor
designated funds to complete work on the W. K.
Kellogg E. M. Skinner organ.
The board approved a collaborative effort with St.
Augustine Cathedral Kalamazoo to bring regional
convention organist Christian Bischof back for a
concert on Friday, September 30, 2016.

As you will note on the front page of this newsletter,
plans are well underway for our major Hymn Festival
in March. We do hope everyone will plan to
participate in this chapter sponsored event. I estimate
that we generally average about 40% membership
attendance at meetings, and while this is great, it
would be wonderful to have all 80+ members of our
chapter present for one of the two performances of
this community-wide event.
The executive board continues to work diligently on
your behalf. Since our last board meeting in
November, we have updated and re-launched the
website, awarded three scholarships from the Kathryn
Loew Scholarship Fund, and established a new
chapter scholarship for those who may not be enrolled
in an accredited institution or attending a Pipe Organ
Encounter. Additionally, we will be administering one
Service Playing Examination in March and are
looking ahead to next year with some exciting
programming possibilities.
It is a great time to be a member of the American
Guild of Organists and, more specifically, a member
of the Southwest Michigan Chapter! We only get
stronger with active participation from our
membership, so I hope you will join me in supporting
this organization, not only with membership dollars,
but also with your presence, thoughts, and vision for
the future.
Soli Deo Gloria!

WHEN IN OUR MUSIC:
Those Who Sing Pray Twice
March 5 and 6
see details on page one

Our 2015 Christmas Recital featured these performers. The front row of chapter members
include (from left to right) Tom Fielding, Kay Ensfield, Elizabeth Bruce, Paul Flyger,
Roger Richard, and David Acton. Host organist Kory Heitzig is in the second row and
chapter member David Saunders is not pictured.

VARIOUS CHAPTER MIXTURES
About Members and More
Members Christmas Recital
An effort to share our annual Christmas Recital with
the community was a success. Our chapter publicity
coordinator, Tom Fielding, created and mailed fliers
to area churches and also arranged to give the event
more visibility via sponsored announcements on our
local NPR station, WMUK. The concert was held in
First Congregational Kalamazoo on December 7 and
the audience was noticeably larger than usual. The
array of performers is pictured above.
Appreciating Bill and Joanne
Our Christmas Recital would not be complete without
our afterglow at the lovely home of Bill and Joanne
Musselman. It was WONderful as usual. Thank you!
Welcoming a New Member
Roger A. Richard has recently transferred his AGO
membership to our chapter from Muncie, Indiana. He
and his wife, Marilynn Price-Richard, retired to Hope
Woods here in Kalamazoo. Both taught at Ball State
University; he in Religious Studies and she in Art
Education. Roger had been organist/music director at
Trinity Episcopal in Anderson IN for 13 years, and he
is a past dean of the Muncie Chapter. He is pictured
above. We welcome them both to our area!

Membership Directory Changes
In his own words, Steve Flick has joined the modern
era. He has a new computer replete with an email
address. Here it is: flickorg@comcast.net. He has
appreciated us “going the extra mile” to keep him
informed via snail mail throughout his years as a
member. We were happy to do so, Steve!
Carolyn Hiestand has a new address. It is: 5285 East
H Ave, Apt 317, Kalamazoo, 49048. She also has a
new email address: ckhiestand@outlook.com. Her
phone number has not changed.
Remember to make these changes in your copy of our
membership directory!

PIPE ORGAN ENCOUNTERS
For This Summer
Our colleagues at the Lexington Chapter (Kentucky)
are presenting a POE for ages 13-18 from July 17-22.
The lineup of faculty members and instruments looks
terrific on paper. Here is the website
www.agolexington.org/poe2016.php
The Cincinnati Chapter is presenting an “Advanced”
POE from July 10-15
www.cincinnatiago.org/poea16
Scholarships are available for both!

ORGANizer CALENDAR
Please send entries to cdayday@chartermi.net as
early as you wish. They will be entered in a master
calendar and shared in each issue as space permits.
Chapter member names are noted in SMALL CAPS.
Organist DAVID ACTON on Thursday, February 25,
at noon in First United Methodist Kalamazoo (212 S
Park St). His recital is part of the church’s Lenten
Recital Series. Freewill offering.
Ann Arbor Boychoir on Sunday, February 28, at 4
p.m. in First Congregational Battle Creek (145 Capital
Ave NE). The program is part of the church’s Sunday
Afternoon Live concert series. Freewill offering.
VOCES8 on Saturday, February 20, at 7:30 p.m. in
Kalamazoo Central High School Auditorium (2432 N
Drake Rd). Presented by the Kalamazoo Bach
Festival, VOCES8 is an up-and-coming British a
cappella vocal ensemble. Tickets at either (269) 3377407 or www.KalamazooBachFestival.org
Fauré Requiem on Saturday, March 5, at 7 p.m. in
Chapel Hill United Methodist Portage (7028 Oakland
Dr). The performance will be conducted by CALEB
WILLIAMS with organist BARBARA HONG. Freewill
offering.
Organist THOMAS FIELDING on Thursday, March 3,
at noon in First United Methodist Kalamazoo (212 S
Park St). His recital is part of the church’s Lenten
Recital Series. Freewill offering.

Chapter Sponsored Hymn Festival
WHEN IN OUR MUSIC:
Those Who Sing Pray Twice
March 5/6 in Kalamazoo/Saint Joseph
See details on page one!

Choral Evensong on Sunday, March 6, at 5 p.m. in
Saint Thomas Episcopal Battle Creek (15 E Van
Buren St). Sung by the Saint Thomas Choral Scholars,
STEPHEN WHITE, Director of Music. Freewill offering.
Organist CARRIE GROENEWOLD on Thursday,
March 10, at noon in First United Methodist
Kalamazoo (212 S Park St). Her recital is part of the
church’s Lenten Recital Series. Freewill offering.

The Kalamazoo Ringers on Sunday, March 13, at 4
p.m. in Milwood United Methodist Kalamazoo (3919
Portage St). The Ringers and founding director Janet
VanValey will be celebrating their 35th anniversary
season. Part of The Milwood Series. Freewill offering.
Pianist Kazimierz Brzozowski on Sunday, March
13, at 4 p.m. in First Congregational Battle Creek
(145 Capital Ave NE). Brzozowski has performed in
Carnegie Hall as well as in European festivals, with
the Poland National Radio Orchestra, and in Japan.
The program is part of the church’s Sunday Afternoon
Live concert series. Good will offering.
Organist STEPHEN WHITE on Thursday, March 17,
at noon in First United Methodist Kalamazoo (212 S
Park St). His recital is part of the church’s Lenten
Recital Series. Freewill offering.
Palm Sunday with Early Music Michigan on
Sunday, March 20, at 5 p.m. in Saint Augustine
Cathedral Kalamazoo (542 W Michigan Ave 49007).
The program will be conducted by artistic director
ERIC STRAND. It concludes this concert season of
Sacred Music at the Cathedral events. Tickets will be
$15 / $5 students.
Organist JOHN DEPPE Senior Recital on Saturday,
April 2, at 2 p.m. in Dimnent Memorial Chapel at
Hope College in Holland (277 College Ave). A
student member of our chapter and a Kathryn Loew
Scholarship recipient, John is studying mechanical
engineering, as well as organ as a student of Dr. Huw
Lewis. His program will include works by Lübeck,
Bach, Franck, Alain, and Widor. Free.
Choral Evensong on Sunday, April 3, at 5 p.m. in
Saint Thomas Episcopal Battle Creek (15 E Van
Buren St). Sung by the Saint Thomas Choral Scholars.
Freewill offering.
Chamber Music at the Ladies’ Library on Friday,
April 8, at 8 p.m. in the Ladies’ Library Kalamazoo
(333 S Park St). Featuring Ensemble Des Amis Trio
and Arcadia Woodwind Quintet, the program will
include works by Brahms (trio for clarinet, cello, and
piano) and Ludwig Thuille (woodwind quintet and
piano). The pianist is BARBARA HONG. Call (269)
344-3710 for ticket information.
Mozart Requiem (Mass in D minor) on Saturday,
April 9, at 8 p.m. in Chenery Auditorium Kalamazoo
(715 S Westnedge Ave). Performed by the Bach
Festival Chorus and Orchestra with soloists, James
Turner conducting. Tickets at either (269) 337-7407
or www.KalamazooBachFestival.org

